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ANNUAL  REPORT 
of  the 

KEPI CAL  OFFICER  OP  HEALTH 
(R.  Davies-Jones,  M.R.C.S. , L.R.C.P.) 

for  the 


YEAR  ENDED  DECEMBER  51st,  1949. 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OP  THE 
NEWTOWN  aND  LLANIDLOES  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  of  presenting  to  you  the 
Annual  Report  on  the  health  of  your  Distriot  for  the 
year  ended  December  31st,  1949. 

The  report  is  confined  to  essential 
matters,  and  in  order  to  economise  time,  labour  and 
paper,  information  given  in  previous  reports  is  omitted, 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

(Signed)  R. DAVIES- JONES, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


MAENGWYN, 

Caersws, 

Mont, 


Dooember  20th,  1950 


* 


1949 


AREA 

151,231 

acres,  i.e. 

236.3  sq, 

POPULATION. 

9.268 

RATEABLE  VALUE. 

£19,609 

SUM  represented  by  PENNY  RATE. 

£80.  3. 

, 1. 

VITAL  STAT 

I S T I C 

S. 

LIVE  BIRTHS 

MALE 

FEMALE 

TOTAL 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

TOTAL 

CM 

co 

73 

3 .... 

156 

5 

85 

T6T 

On  a population  of  9,268  this  gives  a Crude  Live  Birth  Rate  of 
17.37  per  1,000  population,  that  of  England  and  Wales  being  16. 

STILL  BIRTHS 

MALE 

FEMALE 

TOTAL 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

TOTAL 

2 

1 

4 

6 

1 

3 

4 

7 

This  gives  a Still-Birth  Rate  of  0,75  per  1,000  population,  compared 
with  0,39  for  England  and  Wales, 


INFANT  MORTALITY, 

The  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  of  age  was  11,  being 
6 males  (1  Illegitimate),  and  5 females  (all  legitimate) _ 

This  gives  an  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  of  68.3  per  1,000  live  births 
for  the  area,  compared  with  32  for  England  and  Wales, 

DEATHS. 

During  the  year  there  were  116  deaths  in  the  area,  70  males  and 

4 6 females,  . , . 

This  gives  a Crude  Death  Rate  of  12,51  per  1,000  of  the  population 

oompared  with  11,7  for  England  and  Wales* 

If  we  apply  the  Comparability  Faotor  (0.90)  to  this  area,  (now  given 
for  the  first  time  since  the  War  by  the  Registrar  General) , we  arrive 
at  a Standardised  Death  Rate  of  11,26  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

The  total  absence  of  deaths  due  to  or  following  upon  ohild-birth  or 
o hi ld-b oaring  for  the  3rd  successive  year  is  very  gratifying;  and  it 
is  noteworthy  that  there  have  been  no  deaths  in  this  area  for  3 years 
from  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough,  Scarlet  Fever,  Measles,  Poliomyelitis, 
Cerebro-spinal  Fever,  Typhoid  or  Syphylitio  Diseases. 

The  table  which  follows  shows  that  there  were  11  deaths  from  Cancer . 
in  1949, (lower  than  tho  average),  and  that  Inter-Cranial  Vasoular  Disoa 
Heart  Diseases  and  Diseases  of  the  Ciroulatory  System  accounted  for  62 
of  tho  11 6 deaths  - i,e,  more  than  half  of  the  total  deaths. 


■ 


V,, 


' 


' 


AGES  AT  DEATH. 


There  wero  only  3 deaths  in  the  age  group  1 to  35,  and  of  these  2 were 
due  to  road  accidents,  the  remaining  one  being  due  to  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis,  There  were  26  deaths  in  the  age  group  35  to  65,  76  of 

116  deaths  were  of  persons  over  65  years  of  age,  4-9  of  these  were  over 
75  years  of  age  and  14  over  85,  two  being  over  90, 

CAUSES  of  D 

E A 

T H, 

Male . 

Female  Total, 

Pulmonary  Tuberoulosis 

2 

1 

3 

Influenza 

- 

2 

2 

Cancer  of  Mouth  and  Oesophagus 

2 

- 

2 

Canoer  of  Stomaoh  and  Duodenum 

1 

1 

2 

Cancer  of  Breast 

- 

- 

- 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

5 

2 

7 

Diabetes 

1 

- 

1 

Inter-oranial  Vascular  Lesions 

11 

11 

22 

Heart  Diseases 

21 

15 

36 

Other  Diseases  of  Circul,  System 

3 

1 

4 

Bronchitis 

5 

- 

5 

Pneumonia 

3 

1 

4 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

1 

1 

2 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

- 

1 

1 

Diarrhoea  under  2 years 

- 

1 

1 

Appendicitis 

1 

- 

1 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

- 

2 

2 

Nephritis 

1 

1 

2 

Premature  Births 

2 

- 

2 

Congen.  Malf,  Birth  Inj.+Inf  .Dis. 

2 

3 

5 

Road  Traffio  Accidents 

1 

1 

2 

Other  Violent  Causes 

3 

- 

3 

All  other  Causes 

5 

2 

7 

TOTAL 

70 

46  1 

16 

TUBERCULO 

S I 

S 

3 deaths  (2  male  + 1 female),  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  occurred  during 
the  year.  There  were  no  Deaths  from  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberoulosis,  This 
is  lower  than  the  average  for  proceeding  years. 


. 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 


This  is  undertaken  by  the  Public  Health  Department  of  the  County  Counoil. 


Verminous  Children 

NONE  reported. 

Venereal  Disease 

NONE  reported. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  following  Notifications  were  received  during  1949 

WHOOPING  COUGH 

16 

MEASLES 

5 

PNEUMONIA 

12 

ERYSIPELAS 

1 

HEALTH  SERVICES. 

1.  Your  Staff  remains  as  given  in  my  last  Annual  Report.  It  has  not 
yet  been  found  practicable  to  secure  a full-time  M.O.H.  to  serve  this  and 
neighbouring  Councils. 

2.  THE  AMBULANCE  SERVICE  continues  to  be  provided  by  Divisions  of  the  • 

St,  John  Ambulance  Brigade,  acting  as  agents  of  the  County  Council,  and  the 
excellent  service  described  in  my  previous  report  has  been  maintained 
throughout  the  area. 

3.  WATER  SUPPLY.  This  still  remains  the  Counoil's  most  difficult  problem, 
and  until  it  is  solved  no  progress  oan  be  made  with  housing  and  sowcrage 
scheme  s . 

The  position  remains  practically  the  same  as  described  by  me  in  my 
report  dated  15th  March,  1950  - soo  paragraphs  5 to  18  - exocpt  that  some 
progress  has  been  made  with  preparing  the  schemes  for  supply  from  bore-holes 
at  Llangurig  and  Trcgynon.  High  costs,  shortage  of  supplies,  especially 
pipes,  difficulties  in  obtaining  firm  tenders,  uncertainty  as  to  whether  or 
when  the  County  Scheme  for  Water  Supply  will  ever  materialise,  the  sparsity 
and  scattered  nature  of  the  population  in  the  area,  necessitating  a large 
number  of  independent  schemes  oach  of  which  will  only  serve  a small  number 
of  houses.  All  these  factors  combine  to  make  the  problem  of  water  supply 
very  difficult  to  solve  in  this  Counoil ' s area.  The  serious  international 
situation,  and  the  consequent  defence  programme  will  increase  the  diffioultic' 
as  to  supplies,  material  and  labour  for  some  time, 

4.  DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE.  Some  progress  has  been  made  with  the 
preparation  of  tho  sowerage  scheme  for  Caersws,  which  has  a water  supply. 

The  Welsh  Board  of  Health  has  held  a Public  Inquiry  and  it  is  likely  that 
a detailed  plan  will  be  put  forward  for  tender  soon.  Some  progress  has 
also  been  made  with  the  schemes  for  Llandinam,  Llangurig  and  Tregynon,  where 
sowerage  schemes  will  be  olosely  associated  with  the  water  supply  schemes. 
Otherwise  the  drainage  and  sewerage  of  the  area  remains  as  described  in  my 
report  of  15th  March,  1950. 

5.  The  Council's  Refuse  lorry  collects  refuse  throughout  the  area  since 
it  was  acquired  in  March,  1949,  and  this  service  is  muoh  appreciated.  It 
also  collects  night  soil  at  Caersws. 

6.  The  adoption  of  the  plan  to  build  an  embankment  on  tho  Northern  side  of 
tho  River  Severn  at  Caersws  to  minimise  the  flooding  of  that  village  has  been 
deferred  owing  to  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  the  services  of  an  engineer 


oorapetent  to  express  an  opinion  as  to  its  effeot  on  the  ether  side  of  the 
river. 

7.  NEW  HOUSES.  The  building  of  the  remaining  8 new  Council  houses  at 
fielybryn,  Llandinam,  was  completed  in  1949.  (4  had  been  completed  in  1948). 

These  houses  arc  still  waiting  to  be  connected  to  the  elcotricity  mains, 
although  completely  wirod  throughout. 

Further  building  of  houses  by  the  Counoil  has  been  brought  to  a 
standstill  and  cannot  proceed  till  proper  water  supplies  are  provided  at 
Llangurig,  Tregynon,  Carno,  Kerry  and  Aberhafesp,  and  sewers  provided  at 
Cacrsws  and  Llandinam.  Although  sites  havo  been  aoquired  or  negotiations 
are  procooding  at  these  places  no  houses  oan  be  built  until  those  primary 
amenities  have  been  provided. 

In  concluding,  I take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  members  of  the 
Council  for  their  interest  in  Publio  Health,  the  Staff  for  their  oo-operation 
at  all  times,  and  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  his  assistant  for  their 
valuablo  service  and  holp. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Counoil. 


Gcntlomen, 

I beg  to  submit  the  following  summary  of  the  work  oarried  out  by 
the  Department  during  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1949. 


Total  Number  of  Inspections  and  Visits  during  the  year  :- 
Infeotious  Diseases.  ( Number  of  Visits  made. 

( Number  of  Premises  Disinfected 
Milk  and  Dairies  Order  (Number  of  Visits  made 

(Number  of  Premises  Registered 
Factories  Aot  and  Food  and  Drugs  Act  - Inspections  made. 
Housing  Aot,  1936  - Inspections  made. 

Complaints  investigated. 

General  Inspections.  (Byelaws, 

(Water  Supplies. 

(Refuse  and  Sewage  Disposal, 
(Planning  eto. 

Notices  Served:  Informal 

Statutory 

Water  Sanplcs  submitted  for  Bacteriological  Examination. 
Water  Samples  submitted  for  Chemical  Examination, 


1050 

7 

4 

33 

22 

28 

467 

17 

498 

89 

2 

57. 

8. 


Food  Inspection. 

During  the  year  the  following  were  found  to  bo  unfit  for  consumption 
and  destroyed:-  13  - 1-g-  lb.  tins  of  Jam;  2 - 21b.  tins  of  Fruit: 

27  tins  of  Cream  Milk;  1-2  lb.  tin  of  Peas;  4-1  lb.  tins  of  Cabbage; 

1 - 11b,  tin  of  Sausage;  11  Jars  of  Pickled  Cabbage. 

The  Slaughtering  of  Animals  continues  to  be  centralised  at  Newtown 
and  Llanidloes.  The  sampling  of  Food  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  is 
administered  by  the  County  Counoil. 

Milk  and  Dairies. 

On  the  1st  Ootrber  the  registration  of  premises  for  the  production 
of  milk  was  transferred  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries.  At 
that  time  the  total  number  of  registered  premises  in  the  distriot  was  421, 


■ 


' . ' - 


Water  Supplies . 

There  has  been  no  improvement  in  the  Chemical  characteristics  of  the 
Caersws  Water  Supply  but  the  quality  continues  to  be  highly  satisfactory 
bnoteriologically  and  chemioally  for  drinking  purposes. 


The  results  of  57  samples  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination 
show  26  to  be  unsatisfactory*  The  high  percentage  of  unsatisfactory  samples 
substantiates  last  year's  report  that  supplies  throughout  the  area  are  m a 


most  unsatisfactory  condition. 


Refuse  Collection . 

During  the  year  the  systematic  collection  of  household  Refuse  > 

thoughout  the  district  commenced.  The  greater  part  of  the  area  is  serviced 
by  a weekly  collection;  the  more  remoto  and  scattered  districts  are  service 
fortnightly.  The  collection  of  nightsoil  is  confined  to  the  Township  o- 
Caersws  whero  a oollcotion  is  made  once  weekly. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

V* ir*o  *P « *1  Vl "Pi  1 "I  1 V ^ 


H.  H.  THOMAS. 


Sanitary  Inspector, 


♦ 


% 


